68                    MARLBOROUGH

against it. With these straws to show how the
political winds blew, Maryborough now decided
that the effective continuation of the war, his one
concern, required a reconstructed administration
based solely on moderate Whigs and moderate
Tories. He personally demanded the Privy Seal
of another High Tory, the Duke of Buckingham-
shire, and handed it to an influential and wealthy
Whig, the Duke of Newcastle (April, 1705).

At the General Election which followed, the
Queen was induced to use her influence against
the extreme Tories and the result was to increase
the number of Whigs and " Queen's Servants,"
or non-party men, in the House of Commons at
the expense of the Tories. Sarah had pressed on
her husband the advisability of capitulating
entirely to the Whigs in their hungry search of
office, but he told her frankly that he believed it
to be best for " the Queen's service," i.e. for the
war, that " neither party should have a great
majority, so that both might be influenced for her
interest."

The reconstructed Government was based
firmly on what was called the " Triumvirate " of
Marlborough, Godolphin and Robert Harley, the
moderate Tory leader who had become principal
Secretary of State in 1704. But after the election
the " Triumvirate " in fact became dependent on
the support of the well-organized Whig party, and
before the year was out they were forced to throw
a sop to that party by appointing one of its five
leaders, Lord Sunderland, who also happened to
be Marlborough's son-in-law, Ambassador Extra-
ordinary in Vienna. While the election was in